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GOOGLE

1. One of Brussel's most active lobbyist

3. Google is the highest 
spending tech
corporation when it 
comes to EU lobbying

2. 2014 : Google was the 
2nd lobby organization with the best 
access to the elite of the Commission
(digital technology industry)



WHY?
1.Accusation of anti-competitive behavior

11/2010 An antitrust investigation into
Google Shopping was opened

04/2015 An antitrust proceedings against 
Android was initiated

06/2016 A statement of objections 
about Adsense was sent
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1.Accusation of anti-competitive behavior

11/2010 An antitrust investigation into
Google Shopping was opened

04/2015 An antitrust proceedings against 
Android was initiated

06/2016 A statement of objections 
about Adsense was sent

• Exclusivity

• Premium placement of a minimum number of 
Google search ads

• Right to authorize competing ads

Google breached EU antitrust rules by 
imposing following conditions:



WHY?

2. Tax Avoidance

Corporate Tax
Most European companies: 24 %

Digital firms: under 10%



WHY?
2. Tax Avoidance

New rules on taxation
1.Slap a 3% tax on revenue 
generated from digital activities 
including online advertising and 
the sale of user data.
2.Tax digital profits where they 
are generated. The tax would 
be applied even if companies 
do not have a physical presence 
in the country.



HOW?

120 meetings since December 2014

- Amisa2

- BusinessEurope

- DIGITALEUROPE

BUSINESS AND TRADE ASSOCIATIONS :

2013 : $1.5 million spent by Google 

2014 : $4.5 million spent by Google 



LOBBYING COST?

5,250,000€ - 5,499,999€
(1 Jan 2016-1 Dec-2016)

Facebook

Apple

Twitter

Amazon
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RESULT/ CONCLUSION

Some sentences :

€2.42 million : Illegal advantage about 

comparison of shopping service

£130 million : Underpayment of UK taxes

Google lobbyists are becoming more 

powerful : contacts in all sectors

Google’s turnover in 2017 : over 100 billion


