
  

Epistemology

Epistos - knowledge / science

Logos - word / discourse

    * What is knowledge?

    * How is knowledge acquired?

    * What do people know?

    * How do we know what we know?



  

Teacher Learner
Transfer model

Semantics – word meaning – cultural difference

Object

Concrete noun:   river

Abstract noun: justice, democracy, Fair Trade, moral behaviour



  

Learn the following

Teacher Learner
Transfer model

Object

What is transferred?
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Conceptual
understanding

Transfer



  

Explain the following (from the French radio)

“The dollar interest rate has been reduced following the
credit crisis; as a result the price of oil is at a record high 
and the euro has strengthened”

Which is true?

"In July 1974 Turkish troops illegally invaded the independent 
country of Cyprus"

"In July 1974 Turkish liberation forces legally entered Cyprus
in order to protect Turkish citizens" 
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Teacher

Conceptual
understanding

Learner

Conceptual
understanding

Dialectics
(debate, discussion
argument, defence)

The mutual construction of knowledge

Development of 
concepts
Sharing of 'facts' 
(NB diff)
Change of opinions

Joint construction of knowledge



  

dialogue

Epistemology

Me

Other

Cultural
filter

Cultural
filter

Action in / on the world

Mutual construction 
of knowledge 

(dialogic learning)

Facts

Socio-historical
context

x

x + 1

Socio-cultural
belief system

(ideological education)

Personal
belief system

What authenticity /
authority?

Search for
information

Epistemic
distancing

Conceptual
understanding
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