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Turkey. 
The Gateway to the 
East.

Neighbours:

Bulgaria
Georgia
Armenia
Iran
Iraq
Syria
(Cyprus)
(Greece)



  



  

Turks in Europe

Germany  2,200,000

France  700,000

Netherlands  420,000

UK  400,000

Belgium  240,000

Switzerland  130,000

TOTAL 6,500,000



  

Turkish EU Accession Chapters



  

Turkish Opinion to joining the EU



  

EU Opinion 
on Turkish 
membership 



  

Turkey Historical FDI (Foreign Direct Investment)

Negotiations 
start 2005



  

The Kurdish Problem

A history of the Kurdish problem (8m) Washington Post

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-O5PEwU8bg4


  

The Cyprus Problem Pre 1878– Ottoman 
Empire

1878–1914
British protectorate

1914-1960 British Cyprus

1960 Independence

1974 Greek Coup d’État 
(by The Colonels) 
overthrows the President
 
1974 Turkish forces take 
control of N. Cyprus

1974. UN buffer zone

2004. S. Cyprus joins the 
EU



  

The Armenian Problem



  

Armenia. 1890s Thousands of Armenians killed in Istanbul. 
1915-1917 Forced evacuation and deaths of over a million Armenians.



  

For Turkey: Ethnic 
strife and confusion 
during the 1st World 
War

For the EU and 21 
countries: genocide

Film (14m) (facing 
history.org)

./Armenian%20genocide


  

Turkish Coup attempt in 2016

Soldiers involved in the coup surrender on the Bosphorous brige.
Many Turkish citizens took to the streets to oppose the coup. 300+ killed. 2,100 
injured. Supposedly started by the Gülen movement, but no clear evidence.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/7/16/turkey-pm-attempted-coup-leaves-265-people-dead


  

                                        Post 2016 Coup Attempt

- 1/3 of all civil servents under investigation

- 150,000 civil servents fired

- 97,000 civil servents arrested

- 3,000 schools, student housing and universities closed

- 6,000 university teachers without work

- 189 media sources closed

- 319 journalists arrested

- 4,463 judges and lawyers fired
 
(source TurkeyPurge .com, Anadolu agency)



  

Turkey today and the future

The Turkish pound in constant collapse. See XE (currency reserves -ve)

Trade: Exports.  Oil, gold, iron, cars, lorries, fabrics, clothing. Mostly to 
Germany, UK and USA (see export countries)

Trade: Imports. Fuel, gems and precious metals, machinery, vehicle parts, 
iron and steel

Energy: 44 % sustainable, mostly hydroelectric. Searching for 
new drilling sites.

Agriculture: considerable potential – but extracting water from rivers 
supplying other countries (Euphrates).

The Istanbul Canal Project. A 20bn $ 45Km tanker route. Strongly opposed 
by environmentalists (opposition repressed) and many other countries.

https://www.xe.com/fr/currencycharts/?from=TRY&to=USD&view=10Y
https://tradingeconomics.com/turkey/exports-by-country
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Tnp1-03aMI


  

The planned
Istanbul Canal



  

Turkish modern geopolitics

See Turkey and Russia in the Eastern Mediterranean and Black Sea. (GIS)

https://www.gisreportsonline.com/turkey-and-russia-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-and-black-sea,politics,3048.html


  

Turkish Trade moving towards MENA (from MEI@75)

https://www.mei.edu/publications/turkeys-changing-foreign-policy-stance-getting-closer-asia


  

Tread carefully!

Turkey has played a strong political rôle in North Africa, and its trade is moving 
towards MENA and away from the EU, but with Turkey’s Customs Union with 
the EU, the EU remains the main commercial partner, and Turkey is the fifth 
biggest trade partner of the EU.

75 % of all FDI is from the EU.
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