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INTRODUCTION

-Creation of the UN  in 1945 to maintain 
world peace

-Ideological divisions: Capitalism (USA) VS 
Communism (USSR)

-Rise of the superpowers

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fperspective.usherbrooke.ca%2Fbilan%2Fservlet%2FBMEve%2F5&psig=AOvVaw3VBTD6NmF7qxHadVfK4G-
E&ust=1738662424837000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBQQjRxqFwoTCKjYqbOcp4sDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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THE BIRTH OF THE COLD WAR :1947-
1950

-Official start of the Cold War in 1947

-Marshall Plan: financial aid to counter 
Communism in Europe

-Division of Europe: Eastern Bloc (USSR) vs 
Western Bloc (USA)

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reddit.com%2Fr%2FAlternateHistory%2Fcomments%2F154dqrv%2Fwhat_if_the_cold_w
ar_actually_happened%2F%3Ftl%3Dfr&psig=AOvVaw1hbH22pjEM0WOkWBgZVy8x&ust=1738664148081000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&

ved=0CBQQjRxqFwoTCID1qumip4sDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAu
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THE MAJOR CRISES OF THE COLD 
WAR

-Berlin Blockade (1948-49): Intense tension 
between the USSR and the USA

-Berlin Wall (1961): Symbol of ideological 
separation

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fles-yeux-du-monde.fr%2Fevenements%2F1939-1973%2F17339-la-construction-du-mur-de-
berlin%2F&psig=AOvVaw04SnR59rzakbZz_vhz2EAt&ust=1738662599131000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBQQjRxqFwoTCOixio6dp4sDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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THE CUBAN 
MISSILE CRISIS : 
1962

-USSR deploys missiles in Cuba, close to the 
United States

-US reaction: Kennedy imposes a naval blockade 
around Cuba

-Extreme tension: risk of nuclear war

-Agreement: USSR withdraws missiles, USA avoids 
Cuba invasion and removes Turkey missiles.

-Consequences: Crisis averted, but tensions 
between the superpowers heightened https :// www.google .c om/url?sa =i& url=https% 3A% 2F%2Ffr. m.wik ipe dia. org% 2Fwik i%2FFic hi er%3 ACuba -

U S_m ap. jpg&psig=AOvV aw0fQ7 eA Sac Af3c rO3 gH2BFX&ust=173 86626863 73 000&source =im age s& cd=v fe &opi=89978449&v ed=0C BQQjRx qFwoTCJiYz rCdp4sD FQAAA AAdAA AAA BAE
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IDEOLOGICAL 
CONFRONTATION 
AND 
TECHNOLOGICAL 
ADVANCES

-Ideological rivalry: Democracy and Capitalism 
(USA) vs. Communism (USSR)

-Space race: Sputnik (USSR) VS Apollo 11 (USA)

SPUTNIK (USSR)
VS

APOLLO 11 (USA)

&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBQQjRxqFw
oTCLCUpIOep4sDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAcht tps://www.google.com/url?sa=i&u

rl=ht tps%3A%2F% 2Ffr.m .wikip edia.org% 2Fwiki% 2FFich ier%3AA pollo_11_Lunar _Lander_ -
_5927_NASA .jpg&psig=AOvV aw2sijb5Nm A4x-6K Kf No rgqU&ust =1738662842539000

ht tps://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=ht tps%3A%2F% 2Ffr.wikipedia.o rg%2Fwiki%2FSp outnik&psig=AOvV aw2qBf0O8S SYIDlnhBq LvDmN&ust=17
38662753202000&sour ce=imag es&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CB QQjRxqFwoTCM Ctn 9Odp4sDFQA AA AA dA AA AA BAE
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REFORMS AND THE 
END OFTHE COLD 
WAR : 1985-1991

-Gorbachev's reforms: Perestroika and Glasnost

-Fall of the Berlin Wall (1989): Symbolises the end of 
division

-Dissolution of the USSR (1991): End of the Cold War

fall of the berlin wall: 
https: //www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vosgesmatin.fr%2Fedi
tion-d-epinal%2F2019%2 F11%2 F09%2 Fphotos-retour-en-images-sur-la-chute-du-
mur-de-
berlin&psig=AOvVaw0bWfbvYOziecg2 oPRj_bC5&ust=17386630 386140 00&source=im
ages&cd=vfe&opi=899784 49&ved=0 CBEQjRxq FwoTCOCdsru gp4sDFQAAAAAdAAAA
ABAE
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LEGACY OF THE COLD 
WAR

-Peripheral conflicts: Korean War, Vietnam, Afghanistan

-Economic and social consequences: prosperity in the 
West VS economic crises in the USSR

-Modern geopolitical rivalries (USA VS Russia)

9

Vietnam war : 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linternaute.fr%2Factualite%2Fgui

de-histoire%2F2526292-guerre-du-vietnam-dates-resume-role-des-usa-nombre-de-
morts%2F&psig=AOvVaw2T_z6xhtE0NdergM8lBXmf&ust=1738663086467000&source=images&c

d=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBQQjRxqFwoTCJjSypSgp4sDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE



CONCLUSION

-The Cold War shaped the world order of the 
20th century

-Lessons of the Cold War: Risks of ideological 
and geopolitical divisions

-Current rivalries: continuing influence on 
international relations

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=nations%20unis&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F7%2F74
%2FPalais_des_Nations_unies%252C_%25C3%25A0_Gen%25C3%25A8ve.jpg%2F1200px-
Palais_des_Nations_unies%252C_%25C3%25A0_Gen%25C3%25A8ve.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Ffr.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FOf fice_des_Nations_
unies_%25C3%25A0_Gen%25C3%25A8ve&docid=KIz94fqT0-
X9GM&tbnid=TggqjP74wNNbrM&vet=12ahUKEwizpuWWpKeLAxXlUqQEHdtaG0kQM3oECE0QAA..i&w=1200&h=960&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwizpuWWp
KeLAxXlUqQEHdtaG0kQM3oECE0QAA
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