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Can the EU Improve its 
Immigration Policy ? 



Introduction To Topic

• 23M non-EU citizens (5% of population); arrivals legal & 
illegal for safety, study, work

• Demographic crisis: ageing, shrinking workforce, labour 
shortages (health, construction, digital)

• Tension:migration as solution vs. public pressure on 
control & identity

• 2015 crisis: 1M+ asylum seekers (mainly Syria) → 
polarization

• EU measures: Frontex, Dublin Regulation, relocation 
quotas → fragmented & divisive

• Core question: Can the EU build a truly common migration 
policy balancing security & growth?



Key data on migration in the EU

• In 2022: 3 million residence permits issued

• The Mediterranean Sea: the deadliest border in the 
world. 30,000 deaths between 2014 and 2024.

• The EU’s working-age population: decline by 35 million 
people by 2050

• Significant heterogeneity between Member States: 
(Germany, Hungary, Poland)



Current Policies on 
EU Immigration
• Dublin regulation: 

First-entry country → handles asylum request

• Frontex: Border protection, returns & 
emergency support

• New Pact on Migration and Asylum: 

Faster procedures & flexible solidarity between 
countries

• External Agreements: 

Managing migration jointly



Problem Identified

• Tensions between 
solidarity and national 
sovereignty

• Humanitarian crises
• Difficulty in implementing 

a common policy
• Heavily criticized by civil 

society and NGOs



Issues and perspectives

• Economic challenges
• Political divisions
• Humanitarian Concerns
• Geopolitical dimension
• Social integration



Sources

• Toute l’Europe: Asile et migrations dans l'Union européenne 

• The Guardian: Children among 59 people killed in boat wreck off Italy’s coast 

• SOS Meditérranée: Libya Shuts Down 10 NGOs, Claiming "Hostile Actions" 

• European Parliament: Implementation of the EU pact on migration and asylum 

• La Cimade: Personnes migrantes mortes et disparues

• FMI: Migration into the EU: Stocktaking of Recent Developments and Macroeconomic
 Implications (2024)

• Migration Policy Institute (MPI): After the Storm: Learning from the EU Response
 to the Migration Crisis 

• Le Figaro: Pour repousser les migrant, la Pologne adopte une loi permettant au garde-frontières de tirer plus facilement
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