
  

Academic Writing Exercise

1. Choose a subject (not necessarily do to with 
Economics or Politics)

Example: The History of Tomatoes

Open Word or another software and start your 
document with your name, course title and then 
the title



  

Online articles
Simple internet search

Copy the title, author, source, date and weblink
● Origin of Tomatoes. The Ancient American Plant 

and its Culinary Significance.
● Shalra Mirza, Food, World History, March 11 2024
● https://historycooperative.org/origin-of-tomatoes/ 

Find one 'standard' online reference for your title. 



  

Find an academic source with
Google Scholar

Add to my library

About this book



  

Write a short article, with references 
to the two sources

Sources



  

Correct English

Underlined in red, because the language is not 
recognised.



  

UK English

● Use ctrl A, not your mouse!

Select English (Royaume Uni)

Find the solution depending on your software



  

Language Correction

Spelling mistakes and grammar mistakes should be corrected 
by the computer. Check your computer by making a spelling 
and a punctuation mistake and seeing if it is corrected.

● If it is not corrected, check that you have turned on your 
automatic spellcheck and grammarcheck.

● If necessary, download the language required. 



  

Footnotes

A footnote is used to add additional information, not to be 
confused with giving a reference.



  

Footnotes

This is not a 'pied de page'! The numbering is automatic. A Footnote is 
at the bottom of the page. An Endnote is at the end of the article, 
chapter, book. 

I can see the automatically-inserted footnote number here

Add a footnote to your article



  

Referencing

When I make a statement or provide data, where does it come 
from? I must 'reference' the information.

Spot where referencing is needed.

The UN estimates 60% of cereal production losses in 2023. 
This could provide another wave of emigration to Europe adding 
to the increase of EU immigration in 2022. The French political 
reaction is already vocal in the press. 



  

Referencing

Each statement now has a reference. We need to find the reference in the 
bibliography

Make at least two statements in your writing and provide the source. Copy the 
full reference which you will need in the bibliography.



  

Quotations (citations)
Make it easy to see that you are quoting someone, so that it is not seen as plagiarism.

''We had no respect for traditional wisdom or the restraints of custom. We lacked 
reverence... for everything and everyone'' (Rosenbaum, 1995, p95)

Indented (not on the left margin). Italic. The reference to the author will be found 
in the bibliography. 

Make a quotation (maybe from one of the articles, or else make one up) and 
include it in your article.



  

Bibliography

So far, I have this:

● Smith, Andrew. 2001. The Tomato in America. University of 
Illinois Press. Available at 
https://books.google.com.ec/books?hl=fr&lr&id=e82QWB89_sIC&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=The+history+of+Tomatoes&ots=avmpmxbRMS&sig=OJnJAvBCjZnNbzmvztENGxxLq7Y#v=onepage&q=The%20history%20of%20Tomatoes&f=false

● Mirza, Shalra. Origin of Tomatoes. The Ancient American Plant 
and its Culinary Significance. 2021.

● Beyer, G. The History of the Tomato. The Fruit that Spread 
Round the World. The Collector.com, April 7, 2024.  

There is a mixture here of different 'protocols'. The names – a letter or name?
The title – italics or not? The date – at the beginning or the end? It's not in 
alphabetical order! 

Make you own bibliography

https://books.google.com.ec/books?hl=fr&lr&id=e82QWB89_sIC&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=The+history+of+Tomatoes&ots=avmpmxbRMS&sig=OJnJAvBCjZnNbzmvztENGxxLq7Y#v=onepage&q=The%20history%20of%20Tomatoes&f=false


  

Bibliography

I need to choose a protocol that will always be the same

● Go to Google Scholar. Search for one of your references.



  

Bibliography

Click on 'citer'



  

Bibliography Protocol

Google Scholar offers me 3 main protocols. 

What are the differences? Choose a protocol and 
apply it to your bibliography



  

Correcting the bibliography (MLA)
Smith, Andrew. 2001. The Tomato in America. University of 
Illinois Press. Available at 
https://books.google.com.ec/books?hl=fr&lr&id=e82QWB89_sIC&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=The+history+of+Tomatoes&ots=avmpmxbRMS&sig=OJnJAvBCjZnNbzmvztENGxxLq7Y#v=onepage&q=The%20history%20of%20Tomatoes&f=false

Mirza, Shalra. Origin of Tomatoes. The Ancient American Plant 
and its Culinary Significance. 2021.

Beyer, G. The History of the Tomato. The Fruit that Spread 
Round the World. The Collector.com, April 7, 2024.  

● Beyer, Greg. The History of the Tomato. The Fruit that Spread Round 
the World. The Collector.com. April 7, 2024.

● Mirza, Shalra. Origin of Tomatoes. The Ancient American Plant and its 
Culinary Significance. History Cooperative. 2021

●    Smith, Andrew.  The Tomato in America. University of Illinois Press. 
   2001.

. 

https://books.google.com.ec/books?hl=fr&lr&id=e82QWB89_sIC&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=The+history+of+Tomatoes&ots=avmpmxbRMS&sig=OJnJAvBCjZnNbzmvztENGxxLq7Y#v=onepage&q=The%20history%20of%20Tomatoes&f=false


  

Internet source

● Mirza, Shalra. Origin of Tomatoes. The Ancient American Plant and its 
Culinary Significance. History Cooperative. 2021. 

Available at https://historycooperative.org/origin-of-tomatoes/

Make this into a link

Select the address, then either use the web icon at the top of the page, or use 
'insertion, hyperlien' and copy the web address. 

● Mirza, Shalra. Origin of Tomatoes. The Ancient American Plant and its 
Culinary Significance. History Cooperative. 2021. 

Available at https://historycooperative.org/origin-of-tomatoes/

https://historycooperative.org/origin-of-tomatoes/


  

Format

Select the text (ctrl A) and choose a typeface (for example 
Times New Roman), the size (choose 12) and interline 1.5 
(format, paragraph, interline 1.5)



  

Format



  

Check your copy and reread the instructions, then send it to me at 
david.rees@essca.eu

You should include at least two references in the text, two 
footnotes and one quotation. You should use the correct format 
and include the bibliography which should have at least one 
internet link. 

Here is an example to help you

If it's perfect, you get a Bonus (+2)

If there are some mistakes you get a Neutral (+0)

If it's very poor or you don't send it in time you get a Malus (-2)

You're now (almost) ready to write an academic article!

mailto:david.rees@essca.eu
http://reesonomics.eu/Economics%20Workshops/AW_example_tomatoes.pdf
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